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*****This is a novel with a historical basis. The origins of which are my great grandfather s story. Wilhelm Otto Ludwig von Thoene was born in
North Germany in the mid 19th century and upon viewing a German recruitment poster in his high school senior year he enlisted along with a
number of his friends. They played in a German navy ship s band and when the ship found itself in Honolulu they became involved with and
eventually became a part of an existing German community and decided to desert their ship and remain in Honolulu. My great grandfather and his
friends were soon recruited into the Hawaii Guard a German militia in the islands in which he was a sergeant. The Hawaii Guard became involved
with the mandatory transport of leper victims to the Molokai leper colony that was under the care and management of Father Damien. Later, they
were involved in the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy. The fictional story is about six young men graduating from a military high school in
Germany that enlist in the German Navy and find themselves posted on an Austrian man of war frigate SMS Donau on a global expedition in 1868.
The six young men were under orders to accompany a German army captain on the ship whose destination is the Kingdom of Hawaii and his name
is Heinrich Berger who was invited by King Kamehameha V by way of the German Kaiser Wilhelm to compose music pieces as well as to conduct the
Royal Hawaiian Band. The ship is severely damaged in a typhoon after departing Japan for Honolulu, Hawaii in late 1869. As a consequence the
ship...
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