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relatives to decide whether or not a person appearing to be dead is to be buried alive or not, for the certificate of a doctor or undertaker can give
no assurance that in an apparently dead man the soul lias departed from the body, as long as the only reliable sign of it, the decomposition of the
vital organs, has not begun. LXXIV. Madame de P, aged eighteen years and subject to hysteria, apparently died, and for forty hours she presented all
the signs of real death. All possible means of restoring her to life were taken, but proved of no avail. Five physicians of Lyons were called in, and they
finally agreed, positively, that the lady was really dead. The funeral preparations were made; but owing to the supplications of a sister of the
deceased, the bui ial was delayed, when after a while the patient recovered. She said tliat she had all the time been aware of all that was going on,
without being able to give a sign and without even being desirious of attempting it.1 LXXV. On the 2Cth of November, 1846, F. Bourdet, the wife of a
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