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University of Texas Press, United States, 1976. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. In the
spring of 1846 James K. Polk announced that the Mexican Army had invaded United States territory and had shed American blood upon the
American soil. This political rhetoric, as Glenn W. Price establishes in Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue, is part of the myth
of American innocence. It represents the internal contradiction between professed values and patterns of action, perpetuated by American historical
writing that emphasizes national consequences of the acquisition of foreign territory and minimizes both its international significance and the
importance of the diplomatic and military methods used. A conflict with Mexico, leading to territorial expansion of the United States, was not
unwanted. California was Polk s prime objective from the beginning of his administration, and this Mexican province was to be acquired by
conquest in a war initiated on the Texas-Mexican border. To this end Polk sent several agents to Texas, but the man at the center of the war intrigue
was Commodore Robert F. Stockton, independently wealthy, prominent in politics, and the head of great business enterprises. Sufficient evidence
exists to substantiate in every important particular the steps in Polk s path of intrigue: his attempts to bribe Mexican officials; his efforts to
encourage revolutionary forces in the Mexican provinces; his use of the threat of force to frighten Mexico into selling California; his attempt to
initiate a war by proxy through the government of Texas and Anson Jones. If Polk was unwilling to assume responsibility for aggressive war,
Stockton was not; he arrived in Galveston with a squadron of naval vessels in May of 1845, prepared to finance an army of three thousand men
from his personal funds...
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