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Forgotten Books, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
The Journal of Psychological Medicine and Mental Pathology, Vol. 1: April, 1875 Professor Tyndall opens his Address with a sketch of the atomic
philosophy, as propounded by Democritus and his suc cessors. Their speculations, though extremely interesting, are SO well known as to require
little comment, except in SO far as they prove that the atomic theory, which he preaches as zealously as if it were a new religion, is more than two
thou sand years Old. His admiration for, and faith in, Lucretius are unbounded. He remarks, with evident satisfaction, Lucretius notions that the
mechanical Shock of atoms is the all-suffi cient cause Of things, and that the constitution of nature has not been in any way determined by
intelligent design and he quotes the following atheistical passage from the poet s writings: If you will apprehend and keep in mind these things,
nature, free at once, and rid of her haughty lords, is seen to do all things spontaneously of herself, without the meddling of the gods. After this, no
wonder that Plato and Aristotle are dismissed with scant praise. In enquiring into the causes which checked the advance Of science during the many
centuries that passed unmarked by any philosophic discovery, after the days Of Pythagoras, Hip parehus, and Ptolemy, the Professor mentions the
various causes assigned by other writers, and then proceeds to speak with very bad taste Of the introduction of Christianity as one Of the stumbling-
blocks in the path of progress, though he pays a great and glowing tribute to the heroic fortitude and pure lives of the early Christians. How could
he do otherwise? He evidently considers that the benefits conferred by...
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