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Richard Adler, Victor Vaughan's career at the University of Michigan spanned more than four decades, beginning with his graduate studies in
physiological chemistry during the 1870s and ending in 1921 with his retirement after three decades as dean of the medical school. Not only was he
instrumental in modernizing medical training at Michigan, his work in areas of hygiene, epidemiology and the study of toxins and infectious disease
was highly regarded on the national scene. Twice he was called upon to serve his country in times of crisis. During the Spanish-American War he
was a key member of the Typhoid Commission which investigated the outbreak of the life-threatening fever among army recruits in southern
camps. During World War I, he was a member of the medical board within the Council of National Defense contended with an unprecedented
influenza outbreak. Vaughan's professional work included more than 250 published papers and some 17 books, many that outlined laboratory
techniques which modernized the newly evolving field of bacteriology.
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