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***x* Excerpt from International Labour Legislation At the close of the International Labour Conference, at Washington in November, 1919, Mr. H. B.
Butler, the Secretary-General of the Conference, suggested to me that | might write its history. Since, however, an official verbatim record of the
proceedings is to be published, it seemed a more profitable expenditure of the time which | could give to this task to attempt not so much a detailed
examination of the debates and transactions of the Conference, as a brief exposition of its province, structure, and achievement. | have therefore
written this short account of the International Labour Organisation, of which the Conference is the legislative authority, and of its relation to the
purpose and fabric of the central instrument of the new international order, the League of Nations. My main desire has been to stimulate interest in
these embodiments of the international idea, and to awaken, in what measure | can, public concern for our responsibility towards them. The
greater part of the book is expository, first of the constitution of the Organisation, and secondly of the circumstances and enactments of the
Washington Conference. But | have allowed myself some freedom of analysis, comment, and even of criticism. | have also added some observations
on the general problem of international labour legislation. It will be understood, of course, that no officer of the Labour Organisation, and for that
matter no one else, has any responsibility for what | have written. Four appendices are given which may be useful for reference: (1) the text of Part
XIll of the Treaty of Versailles, which is the Charter of the Organisation; (2) the list of...
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