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made the distributed Al Qaeda networks especially vulnerable to 16 destruction of network hubs. The strongest element of Sagemans argument was
found in his careful examination of network nodes. His analysis indicated that the nodes were typically small groups of individuals, isolated from
their surrounding communities and from each other. They were the product of local free associations rather than of a centralized recruiting effort
by the hubs. While ties between node and hub were weak, ties within the node itself were very strong and quite resistant to erosion. Consequently,
nodes were extremely difficult to detect 17 and monitor even for local law enforcement agencies. Other studies of terrorist groups have confirmed
the main elements of Sagemans model while noting important new trends in the evolution of such groups since the terrorist attacks in the United
States of September 11, 2001 ( 9 11 ). Jessica Stern has noted the movement of the Al Qaeda network away from central direction and planning
towards decentralized, self-directed operations in response 18 to the U. S. -led Global War on Terror ( GWOT ). Gunaratna has argued in a similar
vein that aggressive, proactive counterterrorist campaigns have reduced the prominent role played by Al Qaeda as a vanguard for terrorists,
transforming the role of what Sageman describes as network hubs from operational direction to ideological 19 leadership and material support.
More recent incidents and studies of terrorist groups confirm the evolving relationship of terrorist nodes and hubs suggested by Stern and
Gunaratna. Mishal and Rosenthal, in their examination of Al Qaeda after...
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